et al.: Employing a competitive edge

or many sen10rs,
the fear of not
fi nding a job after
graduation is a
huge theme. In
a time when jobs are scarce,
JMU students are doing
everything they can to rise
above their competition. For
quantitative finance major Ed
Andrews (' 12) of Sparta, N .J.,
that competitive edge came
through the Capital Markets
Lab in the JMU College of
Business. Andrews already had
a job waiting for him when he
graduated in May, largely due
to the real-world experience he
gained through the resources
in the new campus lab.
The Capital Markets Lab
was built through a generous
contribution from Enrico S.
Gaglioci ('94), a College of

F

Business marketing alumnus.
The lab is equipped with
12 Bloomberg terminals, a
professional investment computer system created for the
financial marketplace. It also
features two 50-inch flat panel
displays with cable news feeds,
a catchy stock ticker above
the Zane Showker Hall Room
109 entrance and a wide range
of systems and databases chat
allow students to access a
wealth of info rmation. Elias
Semaan, JMU professor of
finance and business law, says
the lab is not only an invaluable resource for the students,
but that it has significantly
enhanced teaching.
Bloomberg, the main database system used in the lab, is
the industry elite of financial
databases. Including Bloomberg
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Forbes ranks
JMU in top 40

II

Forbes magazine ranks JMU No. 38 in
the nation in the online "Best Buy" section of its 2012 ranking of "America's 650 Top Colleges."
The annual rankings, which are compiled exclusively for
Forbes by the Washington, D.C.-based Center for College
Affordability and Productivity, focus on the things chat
matter most to students: quality of teaching, career prospects, successful graduation rates and low-levels of student
loan debt. According to the Forbes website, the rankings
do "not assess a school's reputation, nor are they a measure of academic selectivity. We pointedly ignore any metrics that would encourage schools to engage in wasteful
spending." The rankings are based on five general categories: post graduation success, student satisfaction, student
loan debt, four-year graduation rates, and competitive
awards, like prestigious scholarships and fellowships. ffl
Read more at wwwJmu.edu/madisononline
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(Left): The JMU Capital Markets Lab, open to any student who
completes the necessary training, is used most often by higher
level financial courses such as advanced finance, risk analysis,
investment and financial management. It is also a tool used frequently by the Madison Investment Fund group, which manages
$100,000 in JMU Foundation Inc. funds.

experience on their resumes
gives students an invaluable
leg-up during job searches.
In addition, many students
choose to rake the Bloomberg Assessment Tests and
earn a "Bloomberg Essentials" certification, which
Semaan regards as "almost
the equivalent to having a
second degree." The handson learning rhar rhe Capital
Markers Lab provides "makes
students more marketable,"
says Andrews, who also served
as president of the studentoperated Madison Investment
Fund. "We have access to the
same rools as professionals.
You can't get better experience than this."
The use of the Bloomberg
program not only gives Dukes
a world of experience beyond
other students at the same level,
but it also increases productivity. Tasks that previously
would have taken three to four
hours and data collection that
can take months, is now done
in the time it rakes to click a
button. This then allows students to spend time in more
valuable ways, like interpreting

data and analyzing appropriate
actions. Semaan says he initially
noticed the huge effects of the
lab in the quality of student
presentations. Students are
able to get derails they couldn't
before and take their stock
pitches a step further with high
quality, professional data. The
resources of the lab also help
students keep up with developments in the industry, which
according to Semaan is why
students are so successful when
they leave JMU.
The systems allow students
to take concepts that were
once abstract discussions and
apply them to real-life cases.
Students, who once simply
discussed how natural disasters affect economies, can
now use these resources to
find and examine the actual
data describing how Hurricane Katrina affected the U.S.
economy. Expanding the use
of the lab to the entire campus and students of any major
is the next phase of the lab. ffi

* Learn more about the

Capital Markets Lab at
www.jmu.edu/cob/finance/
tradinglab.shtml.

JMU Debate
ranks No. 5
nationally

D

BY GABRIELLE PICCININNI ('1 1)

ebate is nor an
activity intended
to establish absolute truths or even
arrive at agreement. Instead,
debate provides a forum for
reasoned argumentation and
rigorous analysis of opposing
viewpoints, with the intent
to enlighten rhe masses.
Mahatma Gandhi once said,
"Honest debate is often a
good sign of progress." Intercollegiate debate is no different as it fosters understanding and cooperation, while
demanding critical thinking,
effective communication,
independent research and
teamwork.
JMU's debate program
was established in 1968 and
consists of Policy Debate and
the Madison Debate Society,
formed in 2010. Offering
novice, junior varsity and
varsity levels, JMU Debate
is open to all students but
requires a special breed of
dedication. It is the only
extracurricular activity on

JMU Debate, which includes
students from varying majors,
ranks No. 5 in the nation.

campus that demands the
research equivalent of a master's level thesis each semester.
Growing both in size and
achievement in the 2011-12
season, JMU Debate ranked
No. 5 in the country according to rhe National Debate
Tournament sweepstakes
rankings. The comprehensive
ranking system measures success across an entire season.
JMU also finished No. 11
in rhe Cross Examination
Debate Association rankings
and No. 2 in the American
Debate Association national
rankings. For three straight
years JMU Debate has placed
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Le Gourmet celebrates 10 years
Signature event raises scholarship monies for hospitality management program
Students and faculty in
the JMU Hospitality
Management Program
will present the 1OthAnn ual Le Gourmet
fundraising event on
Nov. 10 at the U.S .
Chamber of Commerce to welcome and
celebrate with alumni
and friends. The dinner
parry and auction has grown to be an integral part of hospitality education at JMU. The theme of this year's event is "Purple
Rain," which will pay homage to the 1980s. Attendees are encour-

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol35/iss3/6
DEBATE PHOTOGRA PH BY SARAH DAVI S (' 13 ) ; A PPE TI Z ER BY THOMA S N OR TH CUT

aged to dress to impress, while being ready to rock the night away
to live music. Le Gourmet is the single largest fundraiser in support of the JMU Hospitality Management Program. The evening
begins at 6 p.m. with a reception and hors d' oeuvres, followed by
dinner, awards and the live auction. Dancing and a silent auction
round out the evening.
Individual seats are $200 or $1 ,800 for a table of 10. Recent
graduates (2009-2012) and JMU parents of hospitality management majors may attend for $100. All proceeds benefit student
scholarships in the hospitality management program. For more
information on rhe program, tickets, rhe silent auction, sponsorships, overnight guest rooms and directions, please visit the
m
program website.

* www.jmulegourmet.com
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